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C
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H
odge

A
m
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fan
draw

s
Sum

m
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W
ine

V
E
T
E
R
A
N
co
m
ed
y
L
ast

O
f
T
h
e

S
u
m
m
er

W
in
e
h
as

in
sp
ired

a
b
lin
d
A
m
erican

artist
to
d
raw

a
c
o
m
ic

s
trip

fe
a
tu
rin

g
its

w
ell-lo

ved
ch
aracters.

D
espite

living
6,000

m
iles

aw
ay

in
N

orth
C

arolina
–

and
having

never
ventured

outside
the

U
SA

–
C

laye
H

odge
has

taken
his

inspiration
from

the
fam

ous
H

olm
firth

sitcom
.

A
nd

his
hope

now
is

thatone
day

he
w

illvisit
the

H
olm

e
V

alley.
T

he
35-year-old

is
registered

blind
and

only
has

lim
ited

sight
in

one
eye.

B
ut

he’s
able

to
w

atch
D

V
D

s
of

the
hit

com
edy

show
if

he
sits

close-up
to

the
T

V.
T

he
art

graduate
then

draw
s

the
cartoon

stripson
an

arttabletlinked
up

to
his

com
puter.

H
e

dream
s

of
visiting

H
olm

firth
to

see
w

here
his

favourite
show

w
as

film
ed.

S
p

ea
k

in
g

ex
clu

siv
ely

to
th

e
E

xam
iner,

C
laye

said:
“W

hat
really

draw
s

m
e

to
H

olm
firth

is
the

scenery
–

it’s
just

gorgeous
over

there.
“I’ve

never
been

to
E

ngland
–

I’ve
never

leftthe
U

SA
,butI

w
ould

love
to

go
there

one
day

and
see

allthe
rolling

hills.
“B

ut
for

the
tim

e
being

I’ll
have

to
keep

it
in

m
y

im
agination.”

“W
e

don’t
have

m
any

rolling
hills

over
here

in
N

orth
C

arolina.
“I

live
in

the
city.

It’s
m

ore
of

a
suburban

area
w

ith
the

m
ain

highw
ay

going
by

in
frontofthe

house
so

itstays
busy.”

C
laye

said
his

favourite
character

in
the

show
is

ex-arm
y

corporal
W

alter
“F

oggy”
D

ew
hurst.

H
e

explained:
“A

nytim
e

there’s
a

m
ess-up

or
his

plans
flop

he
stillhas

a
headstrong

attitude.
“I

really
like

the
hum

our
in

the
program

m
e.

“Ithink
the

E
nglish

sense
ofhum

our
is

very
different

to
the

A
m

erican,but
I

can’t
really

describe
how

.
“A

t
first

it
w

as
kind

of
hard

to

u
n

d
erstan

d
C

o
m

p
o

’s
accen

t
b

u
t

gradually
as

I
w

atched
it,

it
got

m
ore

understandable.”
C

laye
also

enjoys
w

atching
B

ritish
com

edies
O

pen
A

ll
H

ours
and

R
ed

D
w

arf.
H

e
explained:

“I
stum

bled
across

L
ast

of
the

Sum
m

er
W

ine
on

the
statew

ide
television

netw
ork

U
N

C
T

V
in

O
ctober

2007.
“T

hey
took

it
off

about
a

year
ago,

but
since

then
I’ve

w
atched

it
on

D
V

D
.

“I’ve
only

been
draw

ing
the

com
ic

strips
for

tw
o

or
three

m
onths.

“I’ve
done

five
so

far
and

have
another

five
planned.”

It
takes

the
talented

artist
about

a
w

eek
to

produce
each

com
ic

strip.
H

e
said:

“I
have

glasses
alm

ost
like

the
Sum

m
er

W
ine

character
E

li.
“I

have
been

partially
blind

since
birth.

“I
had

a
lot

of
surgery

w
hen

I
w

as
born

–
m

ostly
constructive

surgery.

“I
only

have
sightoutofone

eye
and

even
so

the
eyesight

isn’t
all

that
good.”

C
laye

posted
the

com
ic

strips
on

T
he

L
ast

of
the

Sum
m

er
W

ine
fan

site.
T

hey
w

ere
so

popular
the

w
ebsite

m
oderatorcreated

a
specialsection

just
for

the
cartoon

strips.
C

laye,w
ho

is
currently

unem
ployed

and
living

w
ith

his
parents,

said:
“P

eople
have

really
enjoyed

the
strips.

“I’m
just

hoping
that

people
enjoy

them
and

thatm
aybe

som
ething

com
es

out
of

it.
“It’s

hard
finding

a
job

at
the

m
o

m
e

n
t

w
ith

th
e

e
c

o
n

o
m

ic
dow

n-turn.”
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